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One day some pirates got boat-wrecked by some sticky rocks in the Oxford 
Canal.  Their long narrow boat hit the side of the footbridge because Captain 
Walton didn’t know how to steer the boat when the strong, powerful winds took 
over.  He had a map that said, “Go to the Caribbean Sea and there you will find 
treasure.”  
Captain Walton went to the wrong place, so now he didn’t know where he was 
or how he could get unstuck from the sticky rocks.  He called for help, morning 
and night, but nobody came.  
One day he saw some mermaids emerging from the canal.  He called them for 
help.  The mermaids rescued the pirates.  Captain Walton asked the mermaids 
where they were.  
The mermaids replied “You’re in the Oxford Canal.”  
“I have to go to the Caribbean Sea,” said Captain Walton.  
“Well” said the mermaids “this is not the Caribbean Sea, but it is the beautiful, 
fantastical Oxford Canal.”  
“If you take your boat and go along the canal, you will see a lot of lovely people 
enjoying our canal.  There are lots of trees and bushes that give us fresh air and 
ducks swimming by.  There are 2 big white swans who live here too.”  
Captain Walton thought about what the mermaid said and suddenly a thought 
came to him.  
He said out loudly, “This must be the treasure and a perfect place for a pirate to 
live.”






